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LIBRARIES A N D INSTITUTIONS

University of California. Irvine East Asian Collection Pledged $100.000
The Shih chieh jih pao (Chinese Daily News (CDN)) in Los Angeles has pledged
$100,000 to help expand the East Asian Collection of the University of California,
Irvine (UCI) Library. The pledge, to be received over a five-year period, will be
matched by a $50,000 contribution from the U C I Library. The money will be used
to purchase reference and scholarly works from Taiwan dealing mainly with Chinese
language and literature.
"We believe the UCI Library has the important mission of collecting and dissemi
nating research materials for Chinese studies," says D e a n Li, manager of CDN's
book department. "This contribution will be of help to the East Asian Collection
development program, especially at this time of financial hardship."
The materials procured as part of this program will be designated the C D N Collec
tion and a special bookplate will be affixed to each item in the collection. Books
currently in CDN's Southern California warehouse will make up a portion of the
contribution amount and Linking Publishing Company in Taiwan will serve as ven
dors/agents for library purchases.
"We are very grateful for this gift," says University Librarian Calvin Boyer. "We
hope it is the first of many such pledges designed to enhance our East Asian
Collection."
(William Sheh Wong)
Australian National University Library Joins O C L C
O n May 2, 1991, in conjunction with the Electronic Library Seminar held at the
Computer Services Centre of the Australian National University (ANU), a demon
stration was given on the use of the OCLC Chinese-Japanese-Korean (CJK) work
station for online cataloging of East Asian language material. T h e demonstration
drew a relatively large audience and created a considerable interest among those
attending.
A N U Library was the first in Australia to start negotiations with the Online Com
puter Library Center (OCLC) for the introduction of the O C L C CJK online
cataloging system in Australia. A N U Library is now actively utilizing the cataloging
capabilities provided by the system.
The system is being used, initially, for the editing and copy cataloging of Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean monographs and for the production of catalog cards. Under
standably, the success of copy cataloging depends on the hit rate of the corpus of
records being searched. For the Chinese-language monograph collection at A N U ,
the hit rate is highest (around 75 percent) for monographs published during the p e 
riod 1976 to 1989. The hit rate diminishes for monographs published before or after
that period. The overall hit rate for Japanese monographs is about 60 percent.
Online original cataloging on the O C L C CJK system is being avoided for the time
being in view of the high telecommunication connect charges. (I was given to un-
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derstand that an experienced cataloger in the United States can take up to an hour
to catalog a book online using the 'new record' workform!)
Before 1991 all East Asian language monographs were cataloged using the HarvardYenching classification. With the advent of OCLC, these monographs are now be
ing cataloged using Library of Congress Classification (LCC) since, in a majority of
cases, LCC numbers are provided in the O C L C records. Retroconversion of the
existing Harvard-Yenching stock will not proceed until appropriate resources are
made available.
Essentially, the O C L C CJK cataloging system consists of a CJK350 workstation with
three specific hardware components: the graphics board, the CJK character-gener
ating board, and an internal fixed disk. It also has a display unit and an O C L C key
board. The printer used is the Toshiba P351SX printer because the O C L C CJK
software is configured exclusively for this printer. A Netcomm m o d e m is also used
for the telecommunication connection to OCLC.
Before editing or copy cataloging can be carried out, the O C L C Online Union Cat
alog must first be searched for CJK records. A record can be searched on one or all
of the four derived search keys: title, personal name, corporate name, and
name/title, or it can be searched on numeric search keys like the International
Standard Book Number (ISBN). Our experience has shown that the most successful
way to retrieve a CJK record is by a title search key, a personal name/title search
key, or by ISBN. We first search the romanized version of the CJK record with the
"M300" input command via MICOM. The romanized record shows the O C L C con
trol number and indicates the presence or otherwise of an LCC number. But more
importantly it indicates whether the record contains CJK vernacular data by dis
playing a 066 field in the record. Since only copy cataloging is carried out at the
moment, a romanized record without a 066 field would serve no useful purpose.
Once a record has been identified as containing full CJK vernacular data, it can
easily be retrieved on the OCLC control number supplied in the record, using the
"CJK" input command, and downloaded over the telecommunications line. After
editing the CJK record can be stored in the CJK file on the fixed disk. A maximum
of thirty records can be stored on the disk. Only records containing vernacular
characters are stored there. These thirty records can then be copied onto a diskette
to make room for more records on the fixed disk, and also for offline printing of
cataloging cards at a later stage.
Because of the time difference between Australia and the United States, searching
and cataloging is restricted to weekdays from Tuesday to Friday and between early
morning and 1 p.m. Australian Eastern Standard Time. Staff beginning work at 9
a.m. have, at best, four hours to work any weekday other than Monday. Summer
time in eastern Australia means an extra hour for searching.
Cataloging output has been substantially increased since the introduction of the
O C L C CJK system into the Library. However, despite its ease of use, the system is
at times unnecessarily complex. For instance, lacking a general keyword search ca
pability, the system only allows searching by the first four characters of a title in the
title-derived search key. Thus, a title beginning with characters such as "Chung-hua
jen min kung ho kuo" (People's Republic of China) or "Chung-hua min kuo"
(Republic of China) results in a large number of false hits. Even though the system
allows for a loop search capability in circumstances such as this, it is still a matter of
concern for the library since it adversely affects telecommunications costs.
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The printing of LCC numbers on catalog cards is another area of concern. At pre
sent the system allows call numbers to be printed in an eight-character column at
the left-hand side of the card. LCC numbers with more than eight alphanumeric
digits cannot be accommodated by the system. To have the record properly printed,
we have either to modify the class number or to find an alternative class number for
the record.
All in all, the system works quite well. Cataloging productivity has increased and
staff morale is high. As an added feature we have been able to use the system for
cataloging and printing cards for Vietnamese materials.
(Richard Chan, A N U ; adapted from his article in the East Asian Library
Group Newsletter, no. 20 (May 1991): 3-5.)

Resources

Academic Librarians from Ohio and China Exchange Visits
In May six university library directors from China were hosted by academic libraries
in Ohio and in October and November five directors of the Ohio libraries will re
turn the visit. The Chinese librarians were mostly from Tianjin and members of the
Working Committee for Institutions of Higher Learning Libraries in Tianjin. The
director of Chongqing University Library in Sichuan Province also participated in
the visit. Ohio library directors who hosted the delegation and will visit China in the
fall are David Genaway, University Librarian at Youngstown State University; HwaWei Lee, D e a n of University Libraries at Ohio University; Rush Miller, D e a n of Li
braries and Learning Resources at Bowling G r e e n State University; Hannelor
Rader, Director of Libraries at Cleveland State University; and Judith Sessions,
D e a n and University Librarian at Miami University. Mr. James H o , Assistant Di
rector of the Howard University Libraries, helped host the Chinese librarians when
they visited Washington, D . C , with the sponsorship of the United States Informa
tion Agency. Mr. H o will join the Ohio group in returning the visit to Tianjin,
Beijing, and Chongqing. The arrangements for the exchange were handled by HwaWei Lee.
(News release from the Ohio University Libraries, dated August 7,1991.)
Valuable Books Donated to University of Hawaii Libraries Asia Collection
The personal collection of the late Dr. Chung-yuan Chang ?t%j$.jb was donated
recently to the Asia Collection in his memory by Mr. Jim J. Zhang, grandson of Dr.
Chang. This donation has greatly enhanced the library's China collection. The
Chang collection, consisting of books mostly in Chinese, some in English, and a few
in Japanese, focuses on Buddhism, Taoism, I ching (Book of Changes) studies,
Chinese art, and western philosophy.
The late Dr. Chang was a professor in the Philosophy Department at the University
of Hawaii whose specialty was Taoist and Buddhist philosophy. H e is also remem
bered for his research on Chinese aesthetics as well as his comparative studies of
eastern and western philosophy.
(Chau Mun Lau)
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Prominent Chinese Scholar Visits University of Hawaii Libraries
Professor l i u Jiahe^F»]^;fr2 , a distinguished historian from Beijing Normal
University, China, invited by Dr. Tu Wei-ming, Director of the East-West Center's
Institute of Culture and Communication, was the Institute's Visiting Fellow of "A
Dialogue of Civilizations" research program for the period June-August 1991. A
specialist in ancient history, Professor Liu has written two books, namely, Ancient
world history and Premodern world history? chapters in several books; and numerous
articles including "The Science of history and the study of Confucian classics" and
"The Status of China in the ancient world." T h e State Council of the People's
Republic of China has appointed Professor Liu to serve as advisor to Ph.D.
candidates in ancient history at Beijing Normal University; this is in addition to
other positions he holds. In 1986 he served as the Senior Visiting Scholar of the
Committee on Scholarly Communication with the People's Republic of China. A
former Fulbright Scholar, he was a Visiting Professor at the University of Pittsburgh
as well as the University of Hawaii in 1987 and 1988. While at the University of
Hawaii this summer, he collaborated with Dr. Daniel W. Y. Kwok, Professor,
History Department, in the translation of Chinese classics of the H a n dynasty, the
Hsin yu yfc
(The New discourse) and the Hsin shu Jfj" if" (The New stories).
1

3

4

In June of this year, Professor Liu participated in the Conference on "Axial Age
Civilizations and Primal Traditions: an Exploration of Contemporary Spirituality"
held at the East-West Center. At the conference, he and other noted scholars ex
amined "contemporary understandings and the practice of spirituality in both the
large world traditions and in indigenous, primal traditions."
Professor Liu, who was instrumental in the acquisition of Chinese-language publica
tions from Beijing Normal University for the Asia Collection, University of Hawaii,
used the resources of the Asia and the general library collections to further his re
search. It is of interest to note that some of the Chinese-language materials in the
area of his interest in the Asia Collection are not readily available in Beijing,
according to Professor Liu.
(Chau Mun Lau)
International Association of Orientalist Librarians Elects New Officers
At the general membership meeting of the International Association of Orientalist
Librarians (IAOL) held at the University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada on August
21,1990, Mr. Michael Ablin, Chair of the I A O L Nominating Committee announced
the results of the election of new officers. Noting that seventy percent of the mailed
ballots had been returned, he announced that Dr. Lai-bing Kan had been elected
President, Julia Chan Secretary-Treasurer, and Michael J. Costin Editor of the
1

Shih chieh shang ku shih ^£$pj^$>3^- [Ancient world history].

2

Shih chieh ku tai shih & ^fe^^i

3

"Ching hsiieh yu shih hsiieh"

[Premodern world history].

&§t$$$£%^

4

"Chung-kuo tsai ku tai shih chieh ti ti wei"
China in the ancient world].
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[The Science of history].

f $Jjk M ^ > ^ - ^ i [ T h e Status of

IAOL Bulletin. All the elected officers are from the University of Hong Kong where
the next meeting of the Association is planned to take place in 1993.
(Adapted from the "Report on the 8th I A O L General Membership Meeting," Inter
national Association of Orientalist Librarians Bulletin, nos. 36-37 (1990), p . 5.)
Harvard-Yenching Library Renews Travel Grant Program
The Harvard-Yenching Library is pleased to announce the renewal of its travel
grant program for the fiscal year 1991-1992 to assist visiting scholars from outside
the metropolitan Boston area in their use of the Japanese Collection at the Har
vard-Yenching Library. There will be seven grants of up to $200 each (depending
on expenses incurred) to be awarded on a merit basis to scholars and advanced
graduate students in Japanese studies; special consideration will be given to those
residing in areas where no major Japanese collection is available. Each grantee will
also be provided with free photocopying privileges of up to 100 photocopied pages.
Applications for the grant, including a brief description of research topic and esti
mated budget, should be submitted to:
Eugene W. Wu, Librarian
Harvard-Yenching Library
2 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge, M A 02138

Toshiba Gives $1.500.000 to Columbia University for Japanese Law Library
Toshiba Corporation has donated $1.5 million to Columbia University to establish a
library to encourage a better understanding of the legal culture of Japan, the Uni
versity has announced. The library will be named the Toshiba Library for Japanese
Legal Research and will be housed in the Columbia Law School Library.
The Toshiba Library collection will consist of scholarly books, statutes, journals, and
important treatises on Japanese law. Building upon the extensive legal collection
which was presented to Columbia in 1982 by Jiro Tanaka, a distinguished legal
scholar and member of the Japanese Supreme Court, the Toshiba donation will al
low the library to further expand its services to the legal community. The Tanaka
collection contains many valuable books and historical documents on Japan's legal
system and was long considered the finest personal legal collection in Japan.
"We are pleased to create this special forum for new ideas and strongly believe that
scholars will better perceive the similarities as well as the differences between
Japanese and other legal cultures," said Y. Wakumoto, Toshiba senior vice presi
dent for corporate planning and Columbia Law School alumnus. "This will improve
overall international understanding and enhance American and Japanese business
dealings."
"We are delighted to join with Toshiba is establishing this valuable resource at
Columbia," said Lance Liebman, D e a n of the Law School at Columbia. "We believe
this repository of current and historical Japanese legal materials will b e an incalcu-
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lable benefit not only to those at Columbia but to lawyers and scholars worldwide.
It will greatly expand our understanding of Japanese institutions and ideas."
"The Toshiba Library is a superb addition to our strong foreign law collections," said
James Hoover, the Law Librarian at Columbia. "International interest in Japanese
law is rapidly growing, and this library will be invaluable to Columbia law students
as well as scholars at other institutions across the country and the world."
Columbia's Law Library is the second largest university law library in the United
States. Its collection of international and foreign materials is especially strong, and
the library makes this collection widely available to law firms, students, and scholars.
Last year the library received more than ten thousand requests for material from its
collections.
Toshiba Corporation is the parent company for Toshiba America, Inc., the holding
company of diversified manufacturers of electronics products and systems. T h e
company oversees five other independent companies with eight thousand employees
in the United States and coordinates the companies' overall business operations.
These companies are Toshiba America Information Systems, Inc.; Toshiba America
Medical Systems, Inc.; Toshiba America Electronic Components Inc.; Toshiba
America Consumer Products, Inc.; and Toshiba International Corporation. Toshiba
group companies carry out research and development, product design, manufactur
ing, and sales and service within their respective industries.
(Press release dated September 17, 1991 from the Columbia University Office of
Public Information)

Innovative Interfaces Offers CJK Support
Libraries with East Asian collections can now display records with Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean (CJK) characters on the INNOPAC system. Innovative Inter
faces has installed the first INNOPAC with CJK support at the Hong Kong Univer
sity of Science & Technology (HKUST). "Our library staff working with Chinese
cataloging are very excited to have the ability to display Chinese characters on the
INNOPAC," said Min-min Chang, Library Director at H K U S T .
INNOPAC's support for CJK is being implemented in phases. Phase one, installed
at HKUST, allows the library to load and display CJK data on I N N O P A C terminals.
These terminals are equipped with "super VGA" graphics monitors which have the
ability to display more than 850 CJK characters per screen. The attached sample
screens show a record from the H K U S T data base in the I N N O P A C online catalog
and in staff edit display formats.
Phase two, supposed to have been implemented in July, allows library staff to key
CJK characters directly into the I N N O P A C data base. Innovative's system supports
all commonly used input methods including pinyin, Tsang-chieh, Wade-Giles, chu
yinfu hao, three corner, and Jin Yi.
Phase three will allow I N N O P A C users to search the online catalog using CJK
characters as search arguments. The fourth phase, which will be implemented when
the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) moves support for CJK over to its
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new PRISM system, will give libraries the ability to download C J K records from
O C L C s new CJK workstation.
INNOPAC adheres to the Research Libraries Information Network East Asian
Character Code (EACC), ANSI/NISO Standard Z.39.64 E A C C 1989. E A C C is a
13,900-character subset of the Chinese Character Code for Information Interchange
(CCCII) standard which INNOPAC also supports. CCCII currently includes more
than 53,000 defined characters and will b e expanded to 73,000 characters.
Innovative Interfaces supplies computer systems to libraries for the automation of a
wide range of library automation functions. Innovative's products are characterized
by ease of use, complete integration, flexibility, and outstanding management
information.
(Adapted from a press release dated June 18,1991 from Innovative Interfaces, Inc.)
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